Dermoscopic evaluation of pigmented lesions on the scalp
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The scalp is often overlooked during screening examinations for skin cancer. owever, melanoma can occur anywhere on the body, including the scalp. Furthermore, patients at high risk of melanoma, having numerous nevi, often harbor nevi on the scalp. Possibly because of lack of patient awareness and delay in physician diagnosis, melanoma on the scalp has been associated with poorer prognosis than in other anatomic sites. To this end, physicians performing skin cancer screening, and certainly physicians with particular interest in hair disease and trichoscopy, should incorporate clinical and dermoscopic evaluation of the scalp for suspicious lesions into their examination. Dermoscopy is a technique that utilizes a hand-held magnification device known as dermatoscope; the instrument not only illuminates the skin and magnifies skin lesions, but also allows the physician to visualize colors and structures beneath the surface of the skin that are not normally apparent to the naked eye. With dermoscopy, reproducible patterns of benign lesions, such as scalp nevi, can be recognized, and pigmented lesions suspicious for melanoma or other skin cancers can be detected. 











