Disentangling the roots of inherited hair disorders
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Marked progress has been made in our understanding of the pathogenesis of inherited hair diseases over the past years, leading to improved classification and diagnosis of this complex group of genodermatoses. While diseases associated with excessive hair growth were recently found to be associated with large chromosomal abnormalities, hypotrichoses are usually associated with more discrete deleterious genetic defects. The deciphering of the molecular basis of inherited hypotrichoses unexpectedly revealed a pathophysiological pathway common to many of these disorders, underscoring the importance of a number of key molecules for normal and pathological development of the hair follicle, and pointing to novel molecular targets for common hair disorders. 











